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*63 death 


By EarlGolz - 

Staff Writer of The News . 

Dallas police officers on duty 
when President John F. Kennedy was 
shot'and killed said Monday’s at¬ 
tempted assassination pf. Ronald 
Reagan brought them “a sinking feel¬ 
ing, a repeat of a bad dream.” . .. 

Theyalso'said: *'■' • •; 

. ■ Monday’s incidepti once agati,. 
slibws suchi" violence ‘-’can happen 
any time, anyplace.” 

• ■ "There’s ‘no way to' totally pro* 

. tect an official. The only : way you 
could is if the president were en¬ 
cased in a steel vault. But; even then,, 
a determined individual still could 
. find a.way — some sort of explosive 
' device.” ... . , . 

_■ stiff gun control laws do not' 

provide., a realistic" solution since 
“people who' commit, these crimes 
•will get guns illegally . ._^Jheonly 
people who will comply with gun 

controLlaws will be the victims.” 

Dallas County Sheriff’s Depart¬ 
ment Capt. Gus Rose, who had been a 

police homicide-sergeant when Ken¬ 
nedy was killed oh Nov. 22; 1963, said. 
he had just Walked into his office at 
the courthouse When he learned of 
the assassination attempt. on Presi- - 
dent Reagan. . . 

“I got that sinking.feeling again, , 
Rose said. "It made me sick at i&y .: 
stomach ft bfoiight-back.a-whol<, ■■■ 
lot of memories!” .V- • • . 1 

Despite Monday’s incident; how s 
ever, Rose.sMdXiisviews on ; giin coijr 
trol have-not changed.-“I am hot for 
gun control,” he said. “I don’t feel. 
any different than X did. Pepple who 
commit these criihes' will get guns 
illegally. .The: only pepple who 
will comply with gpn control laws 
will be the-yictims.^ u • /....; • •• •• 

Most Dallas poUce officers, who 

witnessed the Kennedy assassination 

or in some waiy were involved'in* the 
aftermath are retired., . 

i ,One of those, .former detective 
James Leavelle, said he tipped the 
Highland * Park roots of accused 
Reagan assailant John W. Hinckley 
Jr. don’t rekindle the old hatreds dl¬ 
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Cohtiitied fromPaga tin. 

. rectad toward Dallas alter 1963.’ 

Leavalle, who vm standing next 
,t6 .Leev&myOswald when Jack 
.; Ruby shot him inthebaaementof the 
jDaliMpaltee station,8aidthe shoot- 
-Jjig <^«ai^ wi8 ,, a UtU« bit differ- 
; Mt^v.thantiteRttbjr4eaL M . : ''■ 

■ : - ?We ware mm« or>e«ei^^ to 
'■'aspectaaid 
•Vttwdieiwfes 

: ti|*tOr. ^ t in tWs Instance today 
;;<inw>iytiig »Wgan),<th«re wae no 
, forewarnings Aruhwbtraas one shot 
• wasflredby Ruby. I assume there_ 

. tionto Monday's shbotingwas-ibout^ ^ on Jime 22 ,1980. Another 

the same asbefore (in 1963), except I ^ ' - — 

. ;canreiate to it a lot bettar . . the 
■Mb# 4EPoam4;^»»| Jli# 

traffic and people harrying heiterr 
. skelter.” . 


tempt occurred in Washington and 
notinOallas. .. 

Dallas Police Chief. Glen King,- 
who had been on duty in his 3rd-floor 
office at this Dallas police station 
when Kennedy , was killed, said he 
was "hot going to comment on the 
SimiUritiee or. dissimilarities**. be¬ 
tween the : Kennedy and. Reagan 
shootings since he (Kitig) was not in 
Washington. He. did say. however, 
that; both, shootings "did occur in 
public places ..... and there waa a 
substantial., amount of ; security 
around the president in both in* 
stances.** 


Assassinating public officials, 
even in 1981; "can. .be done and 
there’s virtually nothing you can to 


member of the Dallas Police Deport¬ 
ment in November 1963, former Del- 
l*s policechief end now Sheriff Don 
Byrd, was out of town Monday and 
not available for.comment . . 

One of Byrd'siassiStaht chief depu¬ 
ties, J.C. Bowles, was a police commu¬ 
nications supervisor in 1963. "In a 


do stop him (the assassin),” Leavelle (free society, it’s impossible (to pro- 
said. “If a person can’t do it at one tect the president),” he said. "The Job 


place, he can pick a spot on down the 
road ... . . The only thing you can do 
is put a protective bubble over the 
president when he’s in public.” 

Jack Revill, an assistant Dallas po¬ 
lice chief, expressed similar feelings^ 
He also said he was relieved the at-7 


is public and you (the president) 
have to be.part of the public.. A man 
can’t conceive every possible way to 
protect himself.” 

jack Wa\fon, a dispatcher at the 
sheriffs office in 1963 and now an as¬ 
sistant communications supervisor, 


said: *T was . the dispatcher (when 
Kennedy waS shot). I heard the shots 
fire.” He said he “could empathize 
with the trauma the law enforcement 
officers are going through in Wash¬ 
ington .... Thank God, the presi¬ 
dent is going to come out of it,.; 

“There’s no way to totally protect 
ait official. the only way yon could is 
If the president were encased In a 
steel Vault But, even then, * deter- 
mined individual still could , find a 
.way —..some tort of explosive de- 
.vice.?. . , 

W.G. tumpldn, the Dallas police¬ 
man leadingthe presidential motor- 
tir-1963, said the 8hootitig ! lKn- 
d^Obbws, "It.can happenanytitte, 
i any place. My reaction wiilthatlre- 
thethbered Eric Sevareids^ltigtZiat 
'..Dalles was a l-horse tOwn Vtoit it 
happened (in 1963).. And Mann¬ 
ing the police and ever yb o d y , else. 

, And, today, it’s in Washington. 

. “Dallas is not the only place tiiafb 
got nuts.” - ' « J:\ ~ 

Murray Jackson, who had been a 
Dallas police dispatcher in 1963, Slid: 

■ *Tm like everybody else, Just, ap¬ 
palled by the whole things. 

“It’s a terrible thing. Bnt;l Jiade 
the remark to my wife, ’At/least it 
didn’t happen in Dallas tills time..:... 
We were kind of condemned (In 
1963) v.. that we let this happen. 
, Well, here it is in the capital now." 


































